“9 Principals of War & Take the Airfield Assignment”
Mr.Meetze

WWII

Some General Military Organizational Numbers for you to Digest:
Unit


Composition



Unit Commander

Squad


8-12 men



Sergeant

Platoon

2 or more Squads 


Lieutenant

Company

2 or more Platoons


Captain

Battalion

2 or more Companies


Lieutenant Colonel or Major

Regiment

2 or more Battalions


Colonel

Brigade

2 or more Regiments


Brigadier General

Division

2 or more Brigades


Major General

Corps


2 or more Division


Lieutenant General

Army


2 or more Corps


General

Army Group

2 or more Armies


Field Marshall or General 

The Vaunted Nine “Principals of War”
(Read): 
Doctrine is an integral aspect of any military organization because it serves as the basis for training and organization.  However, military leaders constantly struggle with the validity of utilizing classical principals on today’s modern battlefield.  All nine principals are difficult to redefine since the reverence associated with them cause many to exclude inherent flaws.  You and your partner need to define each of the principals and provide either a historical or make believe example.

1. Mass-
2. Objective-
3. Offensive-
4. Maneuver-
5. Unity of Command-
6. Security-
7. Simplicity-
8. Surprise-
9. Economy of Force-
*
*
*
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(Assignment)

“Take Down the Airfield”  

(100pts)


You and a partner are both members of the ‘Afrika Corps’.   Within the last hour your men have recently taken the strategic British airfield of ‘Sidi Rezegh’.  Field Marshall Rommel needs this airfield to gain local air superiority for his conquest of  Tobruk.   The incoming British army is only 20 Km northeast of your current position and you estimate that the British Army will  be at the airfield in less than 1 hour.  Outnumbered 3-1 with no reinforcements in sight you have been given orders to “Hold that Airfield at all Costs”!  

You and your men have some options.  You can withdraw to the hills to the south and set up a defense.  This course of action might work, but if you do this the enemy will surely regain the airfield.  You can stay and defend form the airfield, but if you do the enemy may rush you and close the distance so that your range advantage (long range 50mm guns) does not matter and you will be terribly outnumbered.  Perhaps the British won’t be so bold?
Before you continue Remember the following :

-Your battalion consists of 40 tanks, organized into 3 companies of 

aproximatedly 10-15 panzers each.
-You have a range advantage over the British  M3 Stuart tanks by 500 meters.
-The British have roughly 3 times your tank strength and will arrive at 10 AM.
-The Terrain is 4 square miles in area and provides some significant advantages.

Each group of students will be required to type a  ¾ to 1 page, single spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman style battle plan. (Do Not Shrink the Margins!!!!) Failure to follow the above guidelines in any fashion will result in the loss of 50% of the total grade. 


In your paper You will address all Nine Principals of war in outline form then  completely describe and explain your battle plan in paragraph form. (80 points)

You will be also given 1 map for your group.  Neatly and clearly using pen and or makers label the map and draw in the alignment of your forces for your plan. (20points)
This assignment will be due on ________________________.  Good Luck!!!

